General Assessment for Modern Greek 200

Athens: The Modern City

Instructor: Georgios Anagnostu 

Department: Greek and Latin

Objective: In the broadest sense this course will examine urban transformation in relation to history and culture through a close study of a particular case study, modern Athens. It will explore the making of a national capital through selective heritage preservation and modernization projects.  It will introduce students the city of Athens through careful analysis of travel narratives, literature, documentaries, customs, and historical and ethnographic accounts. 

Specifically, students will explore and gain substantive knowledge about society and cultural change in a country culturally between the West and the East.  They will become aware and able to appreciate the historical and social forces that shaped a national capital in a country other than their own. In tracing the historical transformation of Athens, students will be exposed to a variety of cultural practices (architecture, urban planning, death rituals, everyday strolling, music and song, fictional and travel writing about a place, cultural preservation) and will be asked to reflect on how these practices attach meaning to the built and human environment and how they produce a social environment different than their own. 

Assessment: I plan to assess student learning of the material and GEC objectives in the following manner:

1) I will assess students’ comprehension of the different ways that history and ideology have shaped the city’s human and built environment as well as of the ways artists, travelers, and “common people” attach significance to the city by class discussions.  While class discussion will assess the students’ understanding of the material, in-class quizzes will be given to assess the students’ level of preparation.

2) I will assess students’ research abilities to read and analyze sociological, historical, and literary texts in the term paper they will write. Students are asked to analyze these texts closely and to use textual material to back up their arguments. 

3) In the midterm and final examination I will assess the students’ ability to think critically about issues of cultural change and how culture and history contributed in the making of a national capital. The exams will also assess students’ understanding of the ways in which a variety of practices (architecture, customs) and genres (literature, autobiography, and music among others) attach meaning to the city.  

The course will be assessed annually. The results of the evaluation of the examinations and papers will be evaluated and shared with the other faculty member in the Modern Greek Program and with the Undergraduate Studies Committee of the Department of Greek and Latin. Discussion will follow to determine how well the GEC goals are met in the class.
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